


























































































































LESSON 4 

APOCRYPHA 

Definition. 

The Apocrypha and the Churches 

The Roman Catholic Church 

The Syrian Orthodox Church 

The Protestant Churches and Apocrypha 
The term 'Apocrypha' 

The Church Fathers and Apocrypha 
The books in Apocrypha · 

The predominant thoughts in Apocrypha 

Conclusion 

:a. Definition 

The word comes from its counterpart in Greek which means 
"hidden' or 'unrevealed'. Du,ring the two centuries before Christ, 
as far as Jewish literature was concerned, a number of books were 
written in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic. They mirrored that age 
with its special features, and ideologies. During this period, . a 
few books other than those constituting the Hebrew scriptures got 
included in the septuagint. ·· 

b. Apocrypha and the Churches 

The Churches disagree upon the book to be included under 
the title 'Apocrypha' and also their canonical status. Some writers 
refer to the books in the Hebrew Old Testament as the Genesis -
Malakhi group and those in Apocrypha as the Tobit - Maccabees 
group. 

c. Tbe Roman Catholic Church 

It was the Council of Trent in 1546 that decided that the 
Roman Catholic Church should regard the Tobit- Maccabees $et 
with the same importance they gave to the Genesis - Malachi set. 
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BUt 1 and 2 Esdras and the prayer of Mimasseh are not included! 
in the canonical list in the ·Bible of the Roman Catholic Church,. 
but they are given at the end as Appendix. 

d. The Syrian Orthodox Church 

The text in Syriac kilown as •peshitta' is the official Bible of­
the Syrian Church. In the ancient manuscript of this Bible, 
·known as codex Ambrosianus the Tobit - Maci:abees set also was 
included along with the 'Genesis -Malachi set. In the Canon of Bar­
H~raeus the Tobit-Maccabees group was also included among 
the books of the Old Testament. In the lectionory of the Syrian 
Church, the readings from the Tobit-Maccabees books were also 
inCluded. 

In the Syriac Old Testament, published by the Pesheeta 
Institute in Holland, the Apoerypha is also included, following 
the pattern in Codex Ambrosianus. 

e. The Protestant Churches and· Apocrypha 

Most of the Protestant Churches accept only the Genesis 
Malachi group. Some of them accept the Tobit-Maccabees group 
just for meditations and not for learning the faith. 

f. The term 'Apocrypha' 

The term •Apocrypha' was given as the title for the Tobit­
Maccabees set in order to suggest that they should be kept away 
from the ordinary folk because-they contained thoughts and accounts 
which were not quite in tune with the Hebrew Scriptures; and 
also because they should pe allowed to reach the hands of only 
the wise equipped with the sensibility for discretion and discrimi­
nation. We learn from 2 Esdras that Ezra wrote 94 books 
according to the divine directions. And God asked him to publish 
the firSt twentyfour for the use; of all categories ofreaders, the good 
and the wicked alike. But the remaining 70 'books were to be 
kept aside, only for the wise (2 Esdras 14:44- 46). 

g. The Church Fathers and Apocrypha 

Church Fathers used to quote from Apocrypha. Mar Aphrem 
and Mar Aphraates had given in their books quotations from 
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Apocrypha. Origen and Mar Cyril of Jerusalem had often UBed 
;the term 'Apocrypha' in their writings. 

:b. The Books in Apocrypha 

1. The First Esdras: We find here description and delineatiotis 
_similar to those in Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah. Also, 
arguments and counter arguments by the three youths in the 
_palace of the Persians, the reconstruction of the temple of God, 
;the code of laws dictated by Ezra are all included. 

2. The Second Esdras : Here we find the judgement for the 
~sinning Jews and also the seven visions seen by Ezra. 

3. Tobit: During the reign of King Shabmanezer, Tobit 
and Tobias were enslaved and taken to Nineveh, where they were • 
,tortured for the sake of their faith. The book describes how they 
-escaped torture and how Tobit regained his eyesight. 

4. The book of Judith: This book is written in Hebrew. 
We read how Judith saved the Jews from Holo Femes, notorious 
Jor his weakness for wine and women. 

5. The additon to David : The prayers of Alsariah and the 
;three youths, and the glorification of God who saved them from 
:the burning flames are included here. 

6. Susanna: 

The book of Susanna narrates how in Babylon, Daniel saved 
-a Jewish lady named Susanna from a difficult-to- escape trap laid 
;to by some prominent citizen to destory her. 

7. Bel and Dragon: Here we find the mockery of idOl-
-worship. Daniel was· against the worship of Baal and was there­
fore thrown into the den oflions. He lay there for six days and 
:the seventh day God delivered him. 

8. The Addition to Esther : In the Greek book we find the 
Jollowing descriptions:-

1.. The dream of Mordeccai. 2. The King's order to destory all 
Jews. 3. The prayers of Esther and Mordeccai. 4. Esther in 
the presence of the King. 5. The order of the King and the call 
ito the Jews to defend themselves and 6. The dream of Mordeccai 

9. The· Prayer of Manesseh : (After Manesseh's repentance) 
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10. Baruch : This is a prayer of comfort and consolation 
,on the model of chapter 9 in the book of Daniel. 

11. The letter from Jeremiah : This is to comfort the people 
under .Babylonian captivity. · 

12. Ecclesiasticus : (Bara Sera) This contains the wisdom 
• and moral code given by Jesus Ben Sira 

13. The Wisdom of Solomon : This highlights the importance 
-of truth and the faith oftbe Jews. 

':. 

l(l·· . 
. 

. 

14. The first book of the Maccabees: This is the narration 
·of historical events during the period from the day before the revolt 
-of the Maccabains to the death of Simon (175-134 B. C.). 

15. The Second book of the Maccabees : Ideas like the 
permanence of the soul, resurrection, the loyalty to the judgements: 
the intercession of the saints, the prayer for the dead - all these 

. are given here. 

· i. The Main thoughts in Apocrypha 

The main thoughts about God in these books are quite in 
harmony with those in the Hebrew Old Testament. God reveals· 
Himself through manifold ways, for example, through 1 Nature, 
through 2wi&dom and through sthe angels (2 Esdras 5 :31). Also 
we find ideas like 4the one God 5God the creator 6The Song of the . 
Youth, ?G0d the father, God the Everlasting, God the Lord 
of History, God the omnipotent and God the righteous. In some 
of the passages we find the 8blending of Judgements. and Wisdom. 

· 9Some passages stress the need for maintaining loyalty to the Torah . 

. J. The study of Apocrypha helps to grasp the different thoughts, 
ideologies and spiritual conflicts in the religion and culture of the 

. Jews during the three centuries from 200 B C. Also this is impor­
tant as a connecting link between the Old Testament period and the 

·the New Testament period. We can grasp better., by going through· 

1. Ecclesiastes 42:15 2. Wisdom 10:1 3. 2Esdras 5:31 
4. Ecclesiastes 36:5 5. Ecclesiastes 42:23 6. Song ofyouth 35-68 
7. Tubed 13:4 S. 1. Baruk 3:9-4:4 9. Esdras 7:20 
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Apocrypha, the importance of the names and also the pieces of 
advice and precepts developed in the New Testament. These facts 
therefore attract scholars to the study of Apocrypha, in spite of 
the attitudes adopted officially by the denominations of the Church 
they belong to. 

QUESTIONS 

l. Which are the books in Apocrypha? 
2. Explain the importance of the books in Apocrypha. 



LESSON 5 

THE APOCALYPTIC BOOKS 

Origin 
The Apocalyptic literature in the Old Testament 

The Apocalyptic texts and the books of prophecy 
Distinguishing features of the Apocalyptic books 

Unknown writer 

This epoch is under Satan's power 
The heavenly mysteries for the wise 
Number and the revelations 

The hope about the lvlessiah 
The Resurrection of the dead. 

a. The Origin 

The Old and New Testaments contain certain texts known as 
'Apocalyptic.' During the Old Testament period, when the voice 
of the prophets ceased, the apocalyptic words became instru­
mental in conveying to the people the guidance from God. 

b. The Apocalyptic literature in the Old Testament 

This included The book of David, Isaiah (Chapters 24-27), 
Zachariah (chapters 12-14) and Ezekiel (chapters 38-39). The 
Books of Enoch and Esdras written during the interim between 
the Old Testament and the New Testament period also belong 
to this group. 

c.· The Apocalyptic texts and the books of prophecy 

When the prophets' voice stopped, God's guidance reached 
the people of the Old Testament period through the apocalyptic 
writings. Hence some scholars call these books the Child of the 
prophetic books. But the approach and presentation in these 
two types of books are quite different. 

1. When the prophets gaze and peep into the fuure with 
heir feet firm in the present, the apocalyptic writers hold that 

1 
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the Future will enter the present with great power and will quicken 
the inauguration of a new era through God's miraculous working. 

2. Often the prophecies present the Messiah as God's ambas­
sador on earth, attempting at the integration and unification of 
the Israelites and Israel in order to establish an empire. But the 
Messiah in the apocalyptic books is a person of super human 
power who had been dwelling in God's presence from the very 
beginning and who enters the arena with God's glory and power. 

3. The apocalyptic writer believed that the contemporary 
age was totally under the power of satan and that change for the 
better was possible only through the miraculous intervention of 
God. The prophets believed that the world was not totally given 
over to Satan, and that if man would co-operate with the ways of 
God, there would be great change. The message of the apocaly­
ptic writer points out a corrective to man's pride that the world's 
rottenness could be got aright through his ingenuity. 

4. Visions are very important in both these writings. 

d. Distinguishing features of the ApOcalyptic Books 

1. 1Unknown Writer: The writer does not reveal his 
identity , may be because of the adverse circumstances at the time 
of the composition of the book. But in order to win recognition 
for the book., It was connected to the names of the patriarchs or 
the known prophets and writers. 

2. The apocalyptic writers believed that their epoch was 
under the power of Satan. Therefore the faithful and the 
committed would always meet with torture and stress. Shrotly 
a new epoch would emerge, not as a casual event in the normal 
course of things, but as a result of God's miraculous intervention. 

3. The Celestial mysteries for the wise : God reveals the 
mysteries of Heaven to the wise, on select occasions, by means of 
visions. These revelations are quite above the comperhensions 
of ordinary folk and therefore interpretations, explanations and 
descriptions are needed to drive them home to the people with 
ordinary powers for the perception of spiritual realities. 
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Visions have paramount importance in the revelations, as they. 
have in the prophecies. When on rare occasions, their deep con­
sciousness was lifted towards the sublime, far beyond the limits 
.of ordinary sense perceptions, the seers lost their consciousness 
for a while. Those were moments when they caught a passing 01 

_glimpse of the celestial mysteries, through the comer of their inward 
eyes. 

4. Numbers and the revelations : The numbers, figures and 
-creatures bear hidden meanings. The writer knows that explana­
tion "and analysis are necessary to help the· readers to understand 
the. meaning. 

5. The Hope about the Messiah : The hope in the great and 
powerful Messiah arriving with God's glory and grandeur is a very 
~striking feature of the apocalyptic writings. 

6. The Resurrection of the Dead : What would be their lot 
when the just and the good die? Do they attain any form of 
-existence? Which is the motive force for the upright, in order to 
bear trial and to court martyrdom when alive? Similar questions 
~onverge to theanswers ~the resurrection. and the 'eternal life.' 
The comfort that the life after death is not a riiere shadow, and that 
resurrection and eternal life await the righteous when they ·die 
.after going through the trials in this world, offered a new concept 
·Of hope for the life after death. We may see that the books in 
ihe New Testament carry the continuation and further develop­
ment of this concept of hope. 

'QUESTIONS 

1. Explain the prime ideas in the Apocalyptic literature. 

2. In what all ways do the Apocalyptic teXtS differ from the books 
of prophecy ? 

1 

,, 



LESSON 6 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE APOCALYPTIC 
LITERATURE 

The interim period between the Old and the New 

Testaments. 

Contemporary problems and the apocalyptic writers 

Comfort in distress 

The Revelations and Pessimism 

Faith in God in the light of experience 

Unlike the books of prophecy, the apocalyptic texts, attract 
very meagre interest from scholars. For, the study of these texts 
is hard on account of the difficult symbols and ideas presented in 
them. But scholars point out that our Lord viewed with seriouS­
regard both the prophecies and the revelations. Therefore, in order­
to grasp the teachings on the Kingdom of God and the son of Man, 
and also the precious thoughts in the New Testament, we have :to· 
learn carefully the apocalyptic literature. 

a. The interim period between the Old and the New Testament 

The apocalyptic texts mirror a certain type of questions which 
characterised the interim period between the Old and the New 
Testaments. The God-fearing and righteous Jew who had been 
leading lives according to the Torah had been anticipating all the­
while the establishment of the Kingdom of God on tht'? Earth. 
The long long waiting for its realisation became tiresome and they 
received mere mockery from others. They feared whether their 
faith in God was waning off. A sense of defeat made them wonder 
whether God was deceiving them or whether giving up the chosen 
people. Their confusion was worse confounded when they were­
faced with such baffling questions as, "why does unmerited suffer­
ing come upon the righteous"? or "why does God allow evil to• 
flourish in the world."? 
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:IJ. The contemporary problems and the apocalyptic writers 

. Mter being inside this mess and confusion for sometime, the 
apocalyptic writers arrived at the following conclusions 

The apocalyptic writers were fully exposed to the dark night 
·of the soul depicted above. They came to the conclusion that the 
~ontemporary age was singularly packed with evil, lost beyond 
J11enQing or transformation . So they were sure of the end of the 
·epoch to take place quite soon. They even detected here and there 
a few· symptoms of the imminent end. And they knew that a com~ 
pJete change for the better would be possible only with a vey 
:miJ:aculous intervention of God. (This presentation of the Kingdom 
of God was quite alien to the idea of the Kingdom of God given 
l;>y the prophets in their books of prophecy - Lesson 5 C.) 

~. Comfort in Distress 

Message of the apocalyptic texts brought fresh energy and life 
during a dark age of storm and stress experienced by the righteous 
.~p.d Torah-abiding Jews. In the description of the war bet\yeen 
g9od and evil, the readers are not mere passive onlookers, but 
~re carried over to join the side of Good and to share the joy 
·eventually. This realisation that they were no party to Evil, -on 
the other hand, that they were championing the cause of Good 
co1,1ld instil courgae and confidence and consolation into the right­
~ous, who had sunk into the abysses of despair. This confidence 
,ga,ve them greater stamina to face obstacles. That suffering and 
selfless sacrifices are the price to be paid for the sake of Good 
proves that the apocalyptic writings are relevant even today! 

·d. The Revelations and Pessimism 

The apocalyptic writers were very pessimistic about the 
contemporary age. But they entertained very positive and 
optimistic views about the age, which they believed, was to roll 
in shrotly. They believed that the contemporary age was totally 
given over to the power of Evil and that Evil could generate Evil 
and no Good. They were very hopeful and certain that even 
though the righteous might be dejected because they felt that 
·God was not helping them, that dejection would pass off because 
·God would soon establish His power. 

I 
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e. Falith in God in the light of experience 

The faith of the apocalyptic writers was neither the result of 
a unique blending of reason and intelleet nor the product of philo­
sophical speculations, but rather, it was shaped out in the mould 
of experience. 

They experienced that the unseen world was not purely imagi­
nary, but that it was one where God would establish His power. 
Just as suffering was a reality in the contemporary age of evil. 
Glory and bliss would be a real truth in the world to come. These 
witness believed that just like God's angel walked beside the three 
righteous youth thrown into the burning flames, to assure them 
of the presence of God, Gods presence would aid them when they 
pass through the burning flames of life. This unwavering faith in 
God equipped them with the power to face trials and tribulations. 

f. The message of Resurrection 

The idea of resurrection is not one launched. abruptly. A 
careful scrutiny of the Old Testament will help us to this idea 
scattered here and there as in the phrases the "rising up of the 
righteous", or "the rising up of every one." Those who dwell' 
in real fear of God and righteousness are not at all away from the 
experience of the Kingdom of God. Whether on earth or whether 
in heaven, where they be, they dwell in God's company. Hence­
these ideas on the apocalyptic texts of the Old Testament introduce 
us to the ideas of resurrection life after death and Judgement stated 
in the New Testament. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Examine the relevance of the apocalyptic writings. 

2. Examine the co-relation between the thought content in the 
apocalyptic writings and that in Christianity. 



UNIT 4 

LESSON 1 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE STUDY[OF 
OTHER RELIGIOUS TEXTS 

The negative approach 

The religious literature of the Middle East 

The Sacred texts of the Canaanite Religions 

Religions to mirror the character of God 

In the Indian Context 

The need for the study of other religious Texts 

The superb glory of the Old Testament 

a. The negative approach 

Christian scholars held till the beginning of the 20th century 
that the Bible was the only holy book and that they did not need 
to persue the holy books of other religions. Recently, there has 
been an obvious change to this negative approach; the modem 
theologian do want to perceive the precious witness of God's reve­
lations and intentions ·in the other religious texts of other religions 
too. 

b. The Religious Literature of the Middle East 

The religious literature got from the Middle East helps us a 
lot to understand the many thoughts in the Old Testament as well 
as the background of certain conflicting concepts. To cite an exa­
mple, the belief that those who mix up their own faith and style of 
worship with those of other religions will have to forego many of 
the basic distinctive features of their own religions was prevalent 
throughout the Middle East during the days of the prophet Ellijah. 
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c. The Sacred texts of the canaanite religions 

Archaeological studies have made easy the study of the reli~ 
gious literature of the Middle East. All these religions including 
that of the Isralites showed striking similarities and parables with 
respect to the styles of worship, conduct of the sacrifices and to 
the role· and importance of the priests. The religion of the Isralites 
showed this unique distinction that it stressed the cleanliness of the 
heart as the prime requisite in order to offer sacrifices to the Lord. 
It was given clearly in the Old Testament that the person who 
offers the sacrifices must dwell away from injustice and live ·in a 
healthy companionship with God. 

d. Religions to mirror the character of God. 

The Religion of the Isralites demanded of its followers to live a 
life of justice and fairness, quite in harmony with God's character. 
He is the 'Just' God and His justice bears the mark of love more 
than the rigours of strict laws. 

e. On the Indian context 

The religious texts of Hinduism and Islam stand at a 
disadvantage when compared with the Old Testament in the sense 
that their study is not aided and enriched by historical, systematic 
scientific and critical studies. Therefore, efforts were not taken 
to discern the original texts and to study the different sections in 
the light of the background of their composition. This hinder 
a good comparative study of these great texts and the Old Testament. 

f. The need for the study of other religious texts 

This epoch understands and therefore stresses the need for 
open-hearted dialogues on the many religions. This suggests the 
readiness to take efforts to study deeply the precious texts of other 
religions, and to understand, with the help of the new insights, 
God's revelations through manifold means. 
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~· The saperb glory of the Old Testament 

The Old Testament is uqiq~ in bearing testimony to the 
revelations of God's will and designs through history . · The very 
same powe~ · 9f G~ lll!U,lifests jtself tOdaY and leads us to · Fealise 
the glorureation of God's ~ha.-acter revealed in Jesus. 

·QUESTIONS 

1.' ~plain the need to study the sacred texts of the various reli­
gions. 

:.2. Describe the tmiq.ue disiD!ctio;ns of the Old Testament. 

: .·' 

.; '\ . 

·:.: ·.! 



LESSON 2 

THE OLD TESTAMENT ANDCORJSTIAN. 
WORSHIP 

The Holy Qu;bana and the Bibk 

The reading ofthe 0. T. and the wur1hip 
The Holy Qurbana is a Sacrifice 

The Holy Qurbana and symbolic acts 

The Holy Qurbana and spiritual Joy 

The Holy Qurbana, as it is celebrated by the Syrian Orthodox 
Omrch today, has grown, over the years, to its present form and 
state of perfection, out of the solemn blending of the Jewish worship­
in the synagogues and the Act of the Last Supper, instituted by 
our Lord. It reflects the history of many centuries. It gives great 
importance to the proclamation of the Word of God. The many 
prayers, Prumiyon, Sedra, Ethro, Slooso and hymns used round 
the year in the Holy Qurbana proclaim very clearly, or some­
times suggest indirectly the many ideas in the Bible. 

a. The Holy Qurbana and the BiiJI.e 

The redemptive acts of Jesus are referred to in the Holy Qurbana 
on the basis of the Bible. 

The various parts, suggestive of the traditions designed and· 
given to man by God as well as those which stand for the redemptive 
acts are all woven together seamlessly into a beautiful and perfect 
whole in the Holy Qurbana. The realisation that God is all in all 
and everything for us makes the Church give supreme importance 
to praise and glorification in the worship. 

lt. The ReadiDg of the Old Testuteat and wOI'Sbip 

For all the different parts of worship in the Syrian Orthodox 
Cliurch, there are readings from the Old Testa.moo.t. For­
example, at the time of the 1preparation of the Holy Qurbana 

1 •. Psalms 43:4 ~18:27 36:9 ti6:13-14 51:6 Isaiah 53:7 



I. . 

~··. 

r 

< . 

75 

f: . (i. e. Thooyobo) readings are given from the Psalms aad Isaiah .. 
In. the •Middle towards the 3End also, just after the receivi~ otT 
tho Holy Communion, verses from the Psalms are quoted. 

c. The Holy Qorbana is a Sacrifice 

The Church teaches us that the Holy Qurbana is a sacrifice 
because it implies praising God a:b.d receiving from God, forgivee 
neSs. for the sins. Many of the phrases used to qualify the natur-' 
of the Holy Qurbana are closely connected with the Old Testament 
sacrifices. We learn that the Holy Qutbana is a· bloodless sacri-: 
iCe, a spirituru sacrifice an accepted sacrifice and a sacrifice With 
life in it and also a great memoriru. There are references in the 
Holy Qurbana to the sacrifices during the Old Testament times. 
'Ibese references help us to understand how the prophets viewed 
the sacrifices, how they were assessed in the Psalms, the attitude of 
Jesus towards the sacrifices and how they were criticised objectively 
in . the New Testament. 

d. Our Lord and the Symbolic acts 

~ the Holy Mass, the kiss of peace is important. (Jesus 
points out that reconciliation and forgiveness are the pre-requisites 

· for offering a sacrifice). · . We read about the symbolic acts i~ 'the 
Books of the Prophets 4also. When Jesus took the bread and blessed· 

I it and said to the disciples, "This is my body," it was both a .. 
Symbolic act; and an effective symbolic act. The one · not only 
represents the other, but acts as the means leading to the rea.Iity 
it represents! The completion of the symbolic act of the blessing 
and the breaking and the giving of the bread by our Lord, referred; 
to ~lier, is realised in the crucifixion. When Jesus said, 
.. This6 is my blood of the new testament ................ "' 

· 'the blood of the testament' pointed to the Sinai Covenant. 'The­
New Testament points the 6 'new covenant' mentioned in the.:. 

2. Psalms 103:10. 25:7, 143:2 
3. Psalms 23:1, 26:2, 29:3 
4. Isaiah 20:2, Jeremiah 19:10 and 28:10 Ezekiel 4;3 
5. St. Mathew ~6:26 St. Mark14:12 and 22· St. Luke 22:19 

6. St. Mathew 26:28 . 
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,pr0phecy .of Jeremiah. '1 The new covenant was framed for t~ 
·realisation of the gaal of the Sinai covenant. . .. ·' .. 

. , ,· 

.e. The Holy Qurbana and Spiritual Joy 

Joy was the chief distinguishing mark of the worship of the ·• 
Isr~lit~ b~fore captiyj,ty. Occasions of coiJling together before the 
Lof4 were occasions, . primarily of joy and thanksgiving. Later~ 
after the captivity, when tbe numl?er of different types of sacrifi~ 
~ctased, attention was carried away ·by the technicalities and. 
sadly, tb.e essence of them .~. that is ;re~ spiritual Joy was lost~ 

· Th~ C,hristian worship .succeeds in finding out again or jn bringi.pg 
llack .to j~ Joftner importance JOY, real.spirituat joy which is tbc 

· ;beart and soul of worship. 

··QUESTIONS 

·Explain the statement - "The Holy Qurbana is Blessing, Peace, 
:Sacrifice and Praise." · 

2. Examine the influence of the Old Testament texts and tbe 
· 4>ld .Testament concepts in the Holy Qurbana. 

I 

7. · Jer. 31:31 



. The need for ethics.. ' 

The basis of the Old Testament ethics 
The ten coml1Uiltdntents 

The prophets and' the 1ttdfal principles 
The propke'ts 'of the 8'th cefittify B. c: 
the sacrifices and 'the. moral code . ' 

The attitude towards the down trodden in the society 

Cruelty towards the captives 

The attitude towards the people of other religions 
The; hi~h mota!' standards · 

The one and the same yardstick/or all. 
' .· ·' . 

~.· The neciff6r ethics 

Each religions has its own code of justice . The custodi~s: 
of the moral code in each religion are supposed to interpret, explain 
and assess the moral validity of tlie many events and problems. 
oeiCUring now and then itt the society. There are a goed many 
examples for this in the Old Testament .. 

b. The Basis of the Old Testani.ebt ethics· . 

"Ye shall therefore sanctifY yourselveS' and ye sliail be holy; . 
f{jr 1 am holy"'~ this is the baSis· of the· moral oode of the· Old· 'testa­
ment. The duty of the chosen people is td-'live a life quite in· ha~mony 
with the character of Goo. And it was God's re~ponsibility .to 
protect His people who were bound to , Him by love, and to save · 
tli:et11 from enemies, froru fitn:tihe eft:eteta. . God wants· His people · 
·w liVe their lives, giving priority to' Justice, truth and' lolirie8s. · This -
is ili.ore important than living lives in strict obedience to the Laws. 
God gave His people a pattern of worship that would,help them to·· 
lead holy lives. 

1. Leviticus 11:44 
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-c. Tlae TeD CommaDCbnetlts 

'I'hefie are to . be understood in the light of what is explained 
.above. The first four commandnlents refer to man's relations 
with God and the remaining Six refer to his relations with man. 
Man's relations with man are based on his relation with God. Tbe ·1 
tenth commandment expects us to~more heed to the true sense 
>Of all the commandments. .. 

·d. • prophets and the moral priliciples 

Many a time when the chosen people went astray and when 
·· ·their anointed King turned ungodly, and when the priests forgot 

·their zeal and com:Diitment, there appeared on the arena, men of 
great spiritual powers who called a spade a spade and revealed 
·God's will • 

. e. 'The prophets of the 8th century B. C. · 

Amos condemned in very forceful language the rich people 
:and the crafty merchants and warned them of the judgement 
:awaiting the unjust . The prophet Micha's words represent the 
attitude in general of the prophets of the 8th century B. C-"0 man, 
what is good ........ but· to do justly and to love mercy and · •o 
(Walk humbly with thy god?" 

.f. The Sacrifices and the moral code 

Amos and Isaiah pointed out clearlyl! that sacrifices are not -
ways or means for the unjust to please God. For .a sacrifice to be 
accepted, the man who offers it shoUld make smooth his relation& 
with God and must move in righteousness. In essence, the true 
sacrifice is the outward expression of the praise and thanks which 
.spring in and overflows from a. contrite heart, on securing forgive-
. ness for the sins from God. · · 

::g. 'The attitude . towards tile downtrodden in the society 

·The Old Testament8 'coll1IIiand~ the people to show compas$­
ion for the handicapped: The orphans, the widows and the pool-: 
. ' ~ . : 

2. Amos. 5:21-22 3. Leviticus 19:14 
Leviticus 23 :22 
Deuteronomy 10:18-19 
Deuteronomy 15:11•18 
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Thcf Isretites themselves were once, poor and helpless, unpr~ 

cted and slaves. God "gave them land and riches. Hence, care and ' 
infinite .OOJJ.ceflll' for .the poor· and the suffering would be proper 
thanksgiving to God. ' · · 

:h. Cruelty towards tbe captives 

The Isralites aimed at the total annihilation of the tribes whom 
they caught captives anti hence they worked out very cruel -atroci­
wes. ·· But they justified their· stand, for they believed that they were 
ttiaging holy wars for God and that by destroying their enemies, 
they were wiping out God's eneniies. The warriors were to practise 
penitential rites before going for war; and the spoils of war were 
to be offered to God. Acban's indiscipline was alleged to be the 
cause for defeat at Ai and hence the Isralites killed Achan and his 
family, 

i. Injustice towards people of other religions 

Granting concessions to debtors in the jubilee year was very 
Jl(>pular practice in Israel. The Israelites could be exempted from paying 
the interest for the debts. 5 But these and similar privileges were 
not meant for the heathens. Also The Law forbade the lsralites to 
·eat dead animals, 6but ·they could sell them to heathens! 

-4 

j. High Moral Staadarcls 

When the neighbours believed in total destruction of the 
enemies or the trouble-makers, the Israelites practised the law. 
~·An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." They did not want to 
return to the opponents more harm than they received from them 

;k. The one aad the same yardstick for all 

Great credit goes to the moral code of the Isralites because 
it gives due punishment to all culprits disregarding their status or 
wealth. All were equal before God's law. The neighbouring 
society and nations had a different set of laws. For example some 

4. Deuteronomy 7:8 
Deuteronomy 26:5 

5. Deut. 15:3,23:20 
6. Deut. "14:1 



such tribes gave Ward punisbm.ents for the ·poor man·· when he: 
offended people high up in the society .. ' Cofiversely, ·they 88-ve­
mild punishments for the rich and those in high sta1ions in life when 
they offended the poor people. . · 

QUESTIONS 

1,-,. What is the basis of the moral code of the Israelites 'l 

2. ·What are the salient featute8 ~thiS moral ~Code?'. 

3. · In which all respects does the moral ~e of the Christians 
· .. d~viate from that of the . Israelites? 



LESSON 4 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THEOLOGY 

The Day of Jahweh 
The Prophets and the day of Jahweh 
The Captivity and the Kingdom of the Messiah 
After the captivity 
Is the supremacy of God real? 

Even though the phrase •Kingdom of God' is unseen in the 
Old Testament, the idea of the •Eternal reign of God' is very. pro.:. 
minent in the Old Testament. Many of the Old Testament books 
refer to· the material Kingdom ruled over by God and its riches 
which He would be granting to the upright a:s their portion and 
inheritance. 

a. The Day of Jahweh 

The vision of the day of Jahweh is the first step for the visua­
lising of 'the Kingdom of God! It is linked with the idea of the 
unification of the whole of Israel, which would lead towards victory 
over· au· its e~emies. The many sacrifices and religious rites were 
to prepare the Israelites for this final victory of the Day of Jahweh. 

b. The prOphets and the Day of Jahweb 

The prophets of the 8th century B C, namely, Amos, ·Hosea, 
Isaiah arid Micah gave a new meaning to the idea of 'The Day· of 
Ja:hweh! They taught tha:t the 'Day of Jahweh' would be the day 
of iudgen'leiit for the Israelites and tlie heathens. And because 
Israel was recipient of special favours and concessions, the punish­
ment also would be comparatively more hard. 

c. The captivity and the Kingdom' of the Messiah 
-

The ;Babylon captivity .and . its consequences shattered the 
expectations of the Israelites about a material Kingdom, but it 
opened their inward eyes. Their dream of the royal reign of 
lahweh began to assume spiritual meanings. The prophet Isaiah 
taught the people that God would be using the big po\_Vers of the 

1. Exod. 15 :8 2. Amos -3 :2 · 
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world, even outside Israel for the realisation of His purposes. 
This new understanding ·made the Israelites see that the activiti«;s 
of tbe Persians were the result of the work of God. Cyrus was 
referred8 to as the 'shepherd' and the 'anointed.' Gradually this 
broadminded thinking led to the truth that God's authority not 
only upon the many races and tribes, but also upon the forces on 
Nature and that His Kingdom was eternal (Pslms 145:13). 

d. After the captivity 

During the period after the captivity, there were incidents 
contradictory to the teachings of the prophets that the authority 
of Jahweh was eternal and universal. During the days of the 
captivity people ' started to anticipate the establishment of the 
authority of God in the future. This kind of dreaming about the 
end of antribulant epoch is faintly seen in the books of the prophets, 
but it is given vivid 'expression in the apocalyptic literature." 

e. Is the supremacy of God real? 

The presence of evil in the world made the people arrive 
gradually at a new understanding of the Kingdom of Go~ I 

1. The existen~ of a domain that accepts God's supre~acy 
· 2. The domain of Satan, ever fighting against God. 

But Satan's victories would be only temporary. God would, 
in the end, overpower Satan and his forces. In the Book of Daniel, 
the au~orG refers to different types of empires and then the last and 
final empire to~ be established by God. Even in the New Testament 
ther~ are references6 to people who lived looking forward to the 
establi~hments of the Kingdom of God. (This is deaJ,t with in 
the study of the New Testament). 

QUESTIONS 

1. Explain the concepts related to 'The Kingdom Qf God' 

2. Explain the change of meaning in the understanding of 'the 
Kingdom of God.' · 

3. Isaiah 2:2-4 
4. Isaiah 24-27 

Zachariah 9-14 

S. Daniel 7:14 
6. Luke 2:25,38 

Luke 14:15 
Luke 17:20 
Luke 19:11 



LESSON 5 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND INTERPRETATIONS 

The need for interpretations 

Interpretations and the background 

Individuals and the freedom for interpretations 

The preparation before interpreting 
The modern problems : 

1. letter by letter interpretations 

2. Allegorical interpretations 

3. Prophecy - Fulfilling 

4. Typology 

The Relevance of Interpretations. 

.a. Tbe need for ,interpretations 

In the 'Acts'1 we read about the Ethiopean presenting the 
dire need for gnidance and interpretations, while referring to a 
'P~ssage from the book of Isaiah which he had been reading. 

lb. Interpretations and the background 

The following insights are important with respect to the inter· 
pretations of the Bible. 

L In which context was the passage written? What is its 
.meaning in that particular context? 

2. What is the nature of the passage and ideas in the· Old 
'Testament later quoted in the New Testament? 

3. What is· the approach adopted by the Church towards 
the understanding and interpreting of ·these passages? 

.c. Individuals and the freedom for Interpretations 

There is high probability for danger and grave errors if 
unbridled freedom is given to individuals for interpretations, as 

1. Acts 8:31 
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I 
we learn from the history of the Western Churches. Individuals. 
can use the Bible, with no restriction at all, for reading and medita­
tions. But if they are given opportunities to interpret the holy 
Text as they like. it would undermine the solidarity of the ChUJch_ 

d. The preparations before interpreting 

1. The background of the formation of eabh boqk, the rela­
tion of dxfferent parts to the content of the book, characteristics, 
if any, from the literary point of view, the motive force behind. 
~the compilation or formation . of· the texts as we see them. 
now, the special features of the oral method, the influence of worship· 

· upon the compilation of the many texts - all these are to be 
borne in mind before venturing to interpret. 

2. The study of Linguistics-: Meticulous care is to be taken. 
to find out the meanings of words, the relative importance of the 
words to the sentence as a whole, the relation the words bear to­
one another within the framework of the sentence etcetera. 
Difficulties in the study of the original text could be solved by the­
study of the Hebrew translation and also by the comparative study 
of the few other translations in the diiferent languages. Also Bible 
dictionaries and annotations can come to our aid. 

e. Modern Problems 

Mter a thorough study of the above mentioned facts, when· 
we try to~relate them with the contemporary problems, difficulties: 
regarding the nature of the interpretations crop up·. 

l. Letter by letter futerpretations : This helps us to understand' 
a good number of situations and to persuade us to translate them 
into our lines. Abraham's obedience to the words of Ged, his 
readiness to go through hard ordeals are· all· examples. ·But JacOb­
is not. a good model to imitate when he snatches- off the elder­
brother's. rights through tricks. 

2. Aiiegorical interpretations : This type of interpretations were 
greatly in vogue once. John Bunyan's 'Pilgrim's Progress' is· a 
fine example . The interpreters see below the surface-level meanings, 

· deepeF layers of spiritual meanings.- For example, in the parable­
bf the Good Samaritan, beneth the .surface story, .the interpreters. 
()ring home to us so many meanings - 1. Who is the Levite,. 

I 1 

~ 
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:2. Who is the priest? 3. Who is the Good Samaritan? It was thie 
type of interpretations, which secured for 'Song of Songs' a placs 
..among the holy books in the Bible. But these types ofinterpretations 
.have to be done with great care and resourcefulness . 

. 3. · Prophecy - fulfilling : Distinct passages from the books of 
prophecy, referring to the Lord's birth, crucifixion, glo~ification 
.etcetera help us to understand them better. But we may not succeed 
·to find prophetic utterances with respect to all the inCidents in the 
Lord's life about which we learn in the New Testament. The 
study" of these prophecies help us to see how tbe Lord accommo­
.<Iated Himself in the tradition of the prophets jn order to fulfil 
His ministry. · · 

4. Typology : We find parables between phrases and events in 
.the Old' Testament and in the New Testament. For example, 
Mulkisadek, the priest is shown to be a parallel to Christ , in the 
,]i!pistle tp the Hebrews. Alsp Adam, representing death and sin 
is .a CPntrast tp Christ representing life and righteousness. 

i{. The Relevance of lnterpretado.ns 

The Holy book contains the truth which describe and define 
·the nature of the covenant God made with man. When ·we 
study the contemporary problems and events and co-relate them with 
the meaning and importance of various passages in the Old Testa­
ment, the explanations and the interpretations must be made in the 
·light of God's love manifested through Jesus Christ . 

. •QUESTIONS 

1. Describe tl:te various modes of interpretations of the Bible. 

:2. How can we relate the Old Testament and contemporary 
problems? 

' . ~ 



LESSON 6 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE INDIAN SCENE 

God the Providence 

Man, the image of God 

Worship and the different religions 

Religious texts and Individual reading 
The individual and the society 

The sacrifice from the Individaul for the good of the 
society 
The fight between good and evil 

Some conservatives argue that Christianity is alien to the 
Indian territory and that it has not been able to send its roots ·deep 
down the Indian Soil. But we may ~ee that various religions 
flourished in India all through these religious tolerance, shown by 
the Indians. We have to work further to explore areas of accord 
among the various religions and to ignore those of disccird. 

a. GOd the Providence 

Christianity teaches that God is the creator, the Provideace 
tl.nd the great protector of all life. The human beings have respon­
sibility to maintain healthy relations with God and also with the 
rest of the created world. The prime teachings in Christianity 
are- (1) Serve God with your whole heart, whole mind and whole 
spirit (2) Love your neighbour as you love yourself. These are two 
precepts precious to all the other religions in India. 

b. Man, the image of God 

Man is the crown of creation and he must reflect God's glor'¥ 
and greatness. . He can, live in live fellowship with God. More 
or less the same ideas and thoughts we can find in the holy texts of 
Hinduism too. Disagreement arises regarding the nature of the 
relationship between man and God, and the nature of man's state­
after his death ... 
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c. The various religions and worslrip 

There are some method~ and practices which help man to keep 
alive his fellowship with his creator. Herein lies the need I,Uld 
importance of worship; both the Hindus .and Muslims a~pt this 
·great truth. All the religions in India give great importance to 
the reading of the holy texts during worship. · The Hindus attach 
more importance to the individual's private worship than common 
worship in a congregation. 

d. 'The religious texts and the private reading by the individual 

The power, joy and consolation that a person gets from the 
reading, study and meditations of the holy texts is a great truth 
known to people of. all the diverse religions. 

e. 1be individual and the society 

The inseparable relation between the society and the indivi­
dual, the place of the individual in the society, the influence of the 
individual's action upon the society and viceversa - these are thoughts 
very common in the Old Testament and these are very easily 
grasped by the Indian societies. This is because the Indians have 
been, from ancient days viewing the merits and demerits of the 
inseparable link ·between the individual and the society. This 
belief continues to be in sway in India, even today despite the 
many changes in the society because- of the changes in the life­
style of the people on account of the industrial, scientific and techno­
logical adv~cement. 

r~ 1be sacrif"K:e from the individual for the good of the Society 

The Old Testament thought that the individual's sacrifices and 
suffering can be instrumental in bringing benefit and blessing to 
the. whole soCiety is quite in agreement with the Indian Thought 
and Philosophy. Besides, the idea that a person will get as reward 
Good or Hvil according to the good or evil · actions he had done, 
is very prominent in the Old Testament and allo in the many holy 
Texts of India. 
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~· 'The fight between good and evil 

This is one of the recurring thoughts in the Old Testament; 
and the book assures that the final victory would be for good. 
The great religious texts of India too witness the Avatars of the 
gods to destroy Evil and to promote Good. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Examine the thoughts which are similar or which bear Kin­
s}Up to one another both in. the Old Te1;tament and jo. the tex~ · 
of Hinduism. 

2. Examine the unique distinctions of the Old Testament. 
00 

·1 
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